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Kreidler statement on President Obama’s 
announcement today 
OLYMPIA, Wash. – “We have worked for three years to implement the Affordable Care Act in 
a way that works best for Washingtonians. One goal of our efforts has been to build a stable, fair 
and competitive individual health insurance market." 

I know that many people who buy their own health insurance have struggled to keep their 
coverage. That is why we have worked so hard to make these significant changes. We have 
brought meaningful benefits to this market that the rest of us with employer-sponsored health 
plans have enjoyed for years; benefits like prescription drug coverage, maternity care, and 
reasonable limits on out-of-pocket costs. Our state-based Exchange – Wahealthplanfinder.org – 
is up and running and successfully enrolling thousands of consumers. 

I understand that many people are upset by the notices they have recently received from their 
health plans and they may not need the new benefits today. But I have serious concerns about 
how President Obama’s proposal would be implemented and more significantly, its potential 
impact on the overall stability of our health insurance market. 

I do not believe his proposal is a good deal for the state of Washington. In the interest of keeping 
the consumer protections we have enacted and ensuring that we keep health insurance costs 
down for all consumers, we are staying the course. We will not be allowing insurance companies 
to extend their policies. I believe this is in the best interest of the health insurance market in 
Washington. 

We estimate that 290,000 people will need to buy new coverage and that at least half of them 
will qualify for a premium subsidy. I encourage anyone who is shopping for new health plans – 
whether you’ve been uninsured or have received a cancellation notice from your insurer – to 
look at all of your options. Don’t just take what your insurance company says. You may find 
better, more affordable coverage with a different insurer. There are 46 individual health plans for 
sale in the Exchange and 51 plans available outside the Exchange. If you need help reviewing 
your options, contact a navigator or an agent or broker. 

 

http://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/HBEWeb/Annon_DisplayBrokerNavigatorSearch.action;jsessionid=PgvpSFlSLFCvMSCL12yJpK9CWGqFJk99SXGwkRLrmyrN0LsRnBcn%21-493206284?brokerNavigator=NAV
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/HBEWeb/Annon_DisplayBrokerNavigatorSearch.action?brokerNavigator=BRK
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