
 
 

BUSINESS HEALTH TRUST, WA INSURANCE COMMISSIONER 
REACH AGREEMENT ON ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLANS 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – September 29, 2015 
 
Contact: Jeff Reading, Strategies 360, (360) 282-1990 

(SEATTLE) Business Health Trust, a benefit trust that administers the health care plans for over a dozen 
employer associations in Washington, announced today that it has reached agreement with the Office of 
the Insurance Commissioner and expects to receive all necessary approvals for the Association Health 
Plans (AHPs) it administers. 
 
“Trade associations in Washington have provided affordable health care coverage to employees of their 
member businesses for two decades,” said Maud Daudon, Trustee of the Business Health Trust. “We are 
pleased to have reached agreement with the Insurance Commissioner to preserve the health coverage of 
hundreds of thousands of working Washingtonians, and we look forward to continuing this constructive 
partnership with Commissioner Kreidler and his office.” 
 
The Washington Legislature authorized AHPs in 1995 to open high-quality and affordable health 
insurance to small employers. Employers with 50 or fewer employees are eligible to buy high-quality and 
affordable health insurance in the “large group market.” AHPs have been a success for small businesses 
in creating an affordable and quality entry point for employees. 
 
Insurance Commissioner Mike Kreidler disapproved rate filings by three AHPs in 2014, an action the 
Master Builders of King and Snohomish counties, the Building industry of Washington and the Northwest 
Marine Trade Association contested in court. In July, George Finkle, an administrative law judge with the 
Office of the Insurance Commissioner, found the practices of AHPs to be consistent with federal and state 
laws.  
 
Today, Business Health Trust reached an agreement with the Office of the Insurance Commissioner to 
approve the rate filings and business practices of all thirteen of the AHPs it administers, which include the 
following industries: 
 

x         Aerospace 
x         Agriculture 
x         Business Services 
x         Community Service 
x         Construction 
x         Health Care 
x         Information Technology 
x         Manufacturing 
x         Media 
x         Retail 
x         Tourism 
x         Transportation 
x         Wholesaling 

 



“This agreement is a positive, important action that will provide health care certainty and predictability to 
insurance providers, employer associations and their members, and hundreds of thousands of individual 
employees in our state,” said Daudon. “I want to thank Commissioner Kreidler for his openness to 
dialogue, his willingness to finding common ground and his readiness to chart a productive path 
forward.” 
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